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Belacqua--a young version of Molloy, whose love is divided between two women, Smeraldina-Rima and the little
Alba-- wrestles with his lusts and learning across vocabularies and continents, before a final relapse into Dublin
( The New Yorker ). Youthfully exuberant and visibly influenced by Joyce, Dream of Fair to Middling Women is a
work of extraordinary virtuosity. Beckett delights in the wordplay and sheer joy of language that mark his later
work. Above all, the story brims with the black humor that, like brief stabs of sunlight, pierces the darkness of
his vision.
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