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critical eyes. The novel is therefore the most cosmopolitan of all Turgenev s works. On a veiled background of
the great world of European society, little groups of representative Russians, members of the aristocratic and
the Young Russia parties, are etched with an incisive, unfaltering hand. Smoke, as an historical study, though it
yields in importance to Fathers and Children and Virgin Soil, is of great significance to Russians. It might with
truth have been named Transition, for the generation it paints was then midway between the early
philosophical Nihilism of the sixties and the active political Nihilism of the seventies.
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