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(OCoLC)57037351 Subject: Supplemental security income program. Excerpt: . . . counties rely on multiple forms
of documentation or other information to make this decision, rather than referring all individuals with
impairments. Specifically, 94 percent of all counties reported that they use documentation from a recipients
physician, and 95 percent reported that they use self-reported information from the recipient. Table 2:
Information Used by County TANF Offices to Determine Whether to Refer Adult Recipients to SSI Information
Percent Documentation from recipients physician 94 Documentation from medical professional other than a
physician 80 Evaluation by an on-site or vendor medical professional 31 Evaluation of recipients ability to work
by state vocational rehabilitation worker 70 Informal evaluation by caseworker or social worker 85
Documented evaluation by caseworker 49 Behavior observed by caseworker 82 Self-reported information from
recipient 95 Source: Percentages are estimated from GAO survey of county TANF offices. While nearly all county
TANF offices reported that they refer at least some individuals with impairments to SSI, the level of
encouragement such individuals receive from their local TANF office appears to vary. About 98 percent of
county TANF offices reported that they tell these recipients to call or go to SSA to apply for SSI. About 61
percent reported that they will also assist a recipient in completing the SSI application, and about 74 percent
reported that they follow up to ensure the application process is complete. Some of the variation in the level of
encouragement may be explained by the fact that some states are work first states. Officials we interviewed in
four states acknowledged that they try to get all TANF recipients to...
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