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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Size Inheritance in Rabbits: With a Prefatory Note
and Appendix In 1909 my pupils and I described certain preliminary studies of size characters in successive
generations of rabbits bred chiefly for a study of color inheritance. We reached the provisional conclusion that
total body-weight and skeletal dimensions are subject to intermediate or blending inheritance and do not
conform with Mendel s law, as this law was then understood and as it was understood by Mendel himself. This
conclusion seems to me still sound. But almost immediately aFer the publication of our paper the whole matter
of blending inheritance was placed in a new light by the work of Nilsson-Ehle (which then came to my notice for
the first time). Accordingly my experiments with rabbits were straightway arranged to show if possible whether
or not blending inheritance is (as suggested by Nilsson-Ehle) really Mendelian, but without the occurrence of
dominance and with several independent factors concerned in producing the observed results. These
experiments were intrusted to Mr. MacDowell in the fall of 1909 and by him continued under my supervision
until June 1912, when the results which he had obtained were presented in the form of a dissertation for the
degree of doctor of science. A number of animals not then mature have since furnished material which is
incorporated in this publication. While these studies were in progress several diGerent investigations of size-
inheritance in plants were published which have favored the interpretation of Nilsson-Ehle (and also of my
colleague, Professor East) that in all inheritance, whether blending or not, Mendelian factors are concerned.
Very naturally Mr. MacDowell has been strongly influenced by this idea, which seems...
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