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Studies - Linguistics, grade: Distinction, University of Newcastle upon Tyne (EDUCATION COMMUNICATIONS AND
LANGUAGE SCIENCES), course: Sociolinguistics, language: English, comment: This was written the course
assignment for a postgraduate sociolinguistics class. , abstract: The massive increase of English speakers
around the world who speak it at all different levels of proficiency, for any variety of purposes and with (other)
non-native speakers has sparked some concerns and controversies. Some are concerned that its wide spread
and the emergence and institutionalisation of new Englishes will lead to a language fragmentation that could
ultimately result in mutual unintelligibility. The question of who holds authority over English today is causing
heated discussions. Teaching practices for English as a foreign language are yet another contentious subject.
For the most part, English teaching is still oriented towards British or North American varieties, and a learner s
proficiency is measured in relation to those norms. Some, however, demand that English teaching practices
take into account that usage situations and requirements for English have changed, and that teachers prepare
students for international communication rather than communication with Americans or British. The issue with
perhaps the greatest political significance is that of linguistic imperialism. As English, particularly the prestige
varieties British and American, are being taught to more and more people across the world, some have voiced
their concern that this compromises the cultural integrity of the non-native speaker . There is a fear that
English might suppress or even replace local languages and be used as a tool to spread Anglo-American
cultural hegemony. This essay gives first a rough overview over who...
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