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general, the writing of works such as that which the author
herewith presents, is accompanied by several features the effect
of which is to materially lessen the excellent results which such a
work should produce. One of the errors to which we allude, is
the tendency of the author on trade subjects to write in too
technical a manner, that is, to handle his subject in such a
manner that none but the most educated of his readers are able
to thoroughly grasp the principles presented. For instance, since
the plumber is seldom to be found who can handle an algebraic
equation, it would certainly seem far better to present a
necessary principle by means of arithmetic rather than by
means of algebra, and if there is no other way than by means of
algebra the author should see to it that he fully explains the
entire operation at length,...
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