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Specialty (MOS) was to man the . 50-caliber machine gun in a Peep (the armored soldiers name for a jeep).
Later, he became the gunner of an M8 armored car. The story of the author and his unit starts with their
shipment overseas on the troopship Gen. James A. Parker and their landing in Marseilles, France. They undergo
more training, followed by their first foray into combat in early December 1944. The rest of the story unfolds as
the author and his unit move inexorably towards Germany and the end of the war. The story will be familiar to
all veterans, with episodes of camaraderie, laughter, combat, fear, losses, tears, peace and joy. This is not a war
story, nor is it a story about war; rather it is a story about men whose lives happened to become entangled in a
war. The material for it has been derived from several sources; first of all from Troop and Platoon diaries in the
authors possession which were written during the months of occupation shortly after the end...
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