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at Elwood Springs, Near Port Gibson, Miss., November 2, 1850 This movement was seconded in almost every
county in the State; and wherever the people assembled, delegates were appointed to a general State
convention; and in every instance, so far as I am informed, these delegates were chosen from the two great
political parties, one half Whigs and the other half Democrats. The contemplated convention assembled at
Jackson, in October, and recommended a convention of the Southern States, to assemble at Nashville, at some
future day, to be agreed upon among the States. The Mississippi movement was responded to with great
unanimity in several of our sister States - in Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. There
seemed to be for a time, a very general and united sentiment in favor of the proposed convention at Nashville.
The scheme was not without warm and influential friends in North Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana,
and Texas. The other slaveholding States, to wit, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri, gave little or no indication
of a disposition to favor it. Early in the Autumn of 1849 some of the first friends of the Southern movement
began to falter; and, as time advanced, they continued to recede from their bold stand in defence of the South.
The secret influences which were at work to produce these unhappy results, will be found, I apprehend,
elsewhere than in the places now pointed out. We are now told by some, that they discovered a better state of
feeling at the North toward the South. Others pretend to have been convinced that the movement was...
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