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adopted--election laws, the general architecture of government, the legal system, and methods for amendment
and reform--are evaluated for their political and economic eGects. Leading scholars, many of them pioneers in
the new field of constitutional political economy, survey and extend recent empirical evidence on the policy
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tools of rational choice analysis, the contributors approach the question of constitutional design from public
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from the OECD countries, the book analyzes such issues as the policy eGects of direct (as opposed to
representative) democracy, democratic accountability in presidential as compared to parliamentary
government, bicameralism and its relation to stable policies, the relative eGectiveness of centralized and
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