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illustrated. 1853 Excerpt: .where they may recline on a divan, and sip their mocha with the regular gossips of
the place. Sometimes they go a visiting at the houses of friends, who receive them in their salemlik, an
apartment separate from that of the women. It is curious to see a collection of bearded old gentlemen K thus
assembled under pretence of enjoying one another s society. After the first formal salutations, they generally
relapse into complete silence, gravely inhaling the smoke of their pipes, their eyes half-closed, and their whole
person in an attitude indicative of the greatest possible indolence. They remind one of a conclave of petrified
sages. Now and then, perhaps, a vague desire to communicate a thought stirs within them, but it is long before
it bubbles up to the surface in words. Then some deep sounds seem to roll forth without effort, from amidst a
beard which remains motionless as marble; but they are rarely sent to their address either by a glance or
gesture. Presently, when the last syllable has been clearly enunciated, and the last echo has died away, another
attempt at expression may perhaps be made, and through the cloud of smoke which has by this time collected,
comes an equally solemn response, --and so the evening wears away; sometimes, | confess, without suggesting
any regret for the impertinent loquacity of Europe. This is how matters are managed amongst the best class of
Turks. Others spur their phlegmatic natures by...
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