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Crackdowns 3 Consequently, we know less about the effects of the less well-planned, coordinated, and focused
crackdowns. Most crackdowns include high Crackdowns can be classified along a few important police
visibility, but some do not, dimensions. Among them are: notably those in which undercover or plainclothes
police are involved. police visibility enforcement action, In this experiment, the levels of type of action expected,
uniformed patrols were varied to geographic target, and test their relative effect on reported crime and citizen
perceptions, but types of offenses targeted. patrol officers were not instructed to take any special enforcement
actions ( Kelling, et al. 1974 ). Police Visibility Enforcement Action Some crackdowns emphasize police visibility
only, whereas others emphasize enforcement action. Both types are intended to make potential offenders think
they are more likely than usual to get caught. When a crackdown emphasizes enforcement, it obviously relies
on actual sanctions being applied to offenders to enhance the deterrent effect. When a crackdown emphasizes
police visibility only, additional enforcement and sanctions may or may not result; the enhanced visibility alone
is intended to produce the deterrent effect. The Kansas City Preventive Patrol Experiment is a well-known
example of a crackdown that emphasized police visibility only. Such crackdowns are often referred to as
saturation patrol, tactical patrol, directed patrol, or high-visibility patrol. Most research suggests that simply
adding more officers to an area without necessarily increasing levels of official action is 3 unlikely to
significantly reduce crime and disorder. Intensive patrol around identified hot spots of crime and disorder,...
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