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Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 edition. Excerpt: .men, one man being able by the aid of steam to do the work
which required two hundred and fifty men to accomplish fifty years ago. The production has been
commensurate. England already had this laborious race, rich soil, water, wood, coal, iron, and favourable
climate. Eight hundred years ago, commerce had made it rich, and it was recorded, England is the richest of all
the northern nations. The Norman historians recite, that in 1067, William carried with him into Normandy from
England more gold and silver than had ever before been seen in Gaul. But when to this labour, and trade, and
these native resources, was added this goblin of steam, with his myriad arms, never tired, working night and
day everlastingly, the amassing of property has run out of all figures. It makes the motor of the last ninety
years. The steampipe has added to her population and wealth the equivalent of four or five Englands. Forty
thousand ships are entered in Lloyd s lists. The yield of wheat has gone on from 2,000,000 quarters in the time of
the Stuarts, to 13,000,000 in 1854. A thousand million of pounds sterling are said to compose the floating money
of commerce. In 1818, Lord John Russell stated that the people of this country had laid out 300,000, 0OOL of
capital in railways, in the last four years. But a better measure than these sounding figures is the estimate, that
there is wealth enough...
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